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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Examiner asserts that respect to dependent claims 5 and 1 1 , Levanon, U.S. 
Patent No.6,369,754 does qualify as prior art because the effective filing date relies on 
the related US Application, Provisional Application No. 60/127,623,field on April 1, 1999. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Konishi, U.S. Patent No. 5,898, 926,in view of Reed et al. (Reed), U.S. Patent No. 
5,634,206. 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Konishi discloses a cell switching device (and 
method) comprising: 

a field intensity measuring device that measures a field intensity of signals from 
each of a plurality base stations adjacent to a base station servicing a mobile station 
(col. 2,lines 36-60); and 
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a switching device that receives results of the measurements provided by said 
measuring device, when the field intensity of a measured base station exceeds a 
reference intensity, switches to that base station for communication with the mobile 
station (col. 2, lines 49-65). 

f 

Konishi fails to disclose: a control device that adjusts a time interval for field 
intensity measurement, in the measuring device, with respect to the base stations, 
taking into consideration an increasing or decreasing tendency of the field intensity with 
respect to the base stations measured by the measuring device. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Reed discloses adjusts a time interval for field 
intensity measurement, in the measuring device, with respect to the base stations, 
taking into consideration an increasing or decreasing tendency of the field intensity 
(reads on adjusting the average interval to get accurate measures of RSSI under 
various conditions) (col. 4, lines 27-67). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Konishi to include adjusting the averaging interval for the purpose of 
obtaining accurate measurements under multi-path fluctuation. 

Regarding claims 2 and 8, Konish as modified by Reed discloses the cell 
switching device (and method) according to claims 1 and 7, respectively, characterized 
in that: 

said control means reduces the time interval for field intensity measurement with 
respect to a base station as the field intensity undergoes an increase, and extends the 
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time interval for field intensity measurement with respect to the base station as the field 
intensity undergoes a decrease (see Reed, col. 5, lines 40-65). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Konishi to include adjusting the averaging interval for the purpose of 
obtaining accurate measurements under multi-path fluctuation. 

Regarding claim 6, Konishi as modified by Reed discloses the cell switching 
device according to claim 1, characterized in that: 

said control means is provided in the base station (i.e., base station measures its 
own RSSI) (see Reed, col. 4,lines 8-27). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Konishi to include a back end receiver for the purpose of estimating 
fading quality in a base station. 

5. Claims 3-4 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Konishi, in view of well known prior art. 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, O'Neill the cell switching device (and method) 
according to claims 1 and 7, respectively, but fails to explicitly characterize: 

said control means controls the time interval for field intensity measurement with 
respect to the base stations, taking into consideration absolute values of field intensity 
with respect to the base stations. 

Examiner takes official notice that is well known in the art to take into 
consideration absolute values of field intensity with respect to the base stations for 
measuring quality indicators. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify O'Neill to take the absolute values of the RSSI with respect to the base 
stations for the purpose of measurement techniques and conversion therein (e.g., 
converted dBm to Volts). 

Regarding claims 4 and 10, O'Neill discloses the cell switching device (and 
method) according to claims 3 and 10, but fails to teach said control means reduces the 
time interval for field intensity measurement with respect to a base station as the 
absolute value of field intensity with respect to the base station becomes large. 

Examiner takes official notice that is well known in the art to taking into 
consideration absolute values of field intensity with respect to the base stations. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify O'Neill to take the absolute values of the RSSI with respect to the base 
stations for the purpose of measurement techniques and conversion therein (e.g., 
converted dBm to Volts). 

6. Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Konishi and Reed, in view of Levanon, U.S. Patent No. 6,369,754. 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, O'Neill discloses the cell switching device (and 
method) according to claims 1 and 7, respectively, but fails to explicitly characterized in 
that: said control means controls the time interval for field intensity measurement with 
respect to a base station, taking into consideration a direction of movement of a 
satellite. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Levanon discloses taking into consideration a 
direction of movement of a satellite in making measurements in a system for 
determining the location of a user terminal (col. 5, line 56 to col. 6, line 17). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Konishi's control means for controlling the time interval for field 
intensity measurements with respect to a base station, to include positioning satellite in 
conjunction with the base station system for the purpose of accurately determining the 
location of a mobile user. 



Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joy K Contee whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0149. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on 703-305-4379. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0377. 



872-9306. 




JC 



November 1,2004 




